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Wycombe  Rural  District  Council 


Annual  Report  of  the , Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  1948 


Public  Health  Department, 
28,  High  Street, 

June,  1949.  High  Wycombe. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  first  Annual  Report  as  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

The  year  under  review  saw  many  changes  in  the  outward  form  and 
administration  of  the  public  health  services.  New  legislative  measures  have 
followed  quickly  one  upon  another  and  both  the  scope 'and  the  sphere  of 
the  services  have  altered  in  many  ways. 

The  most  important  item  of  national  legislation  has  been  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Services  Act  (1946)  on  July  5th,  1948. 
This  landmark  in  healfh  and  social  welfare  organisation  has  followed 
naturally,  albeit  belatedly,  from  the  National  Health  Insurance  Act  of  1911, 
which  it  supersedes  and  elaborates.  The  Act  has  brought  alteration  in  the 
established  wide  province  of  Public  Health,  not  least  being  the  passing  of 
control  of  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards. 

The  right  of  the  individual  to  claim  on  the  medical  resources  at  the 
disposal  of  the  State  is  now  recognised  as  a natural  result  of  citizenship,  and 
as  such  is  being  emulated  in  varying  degrees  by  other  nations.  We  have 
gone  further,  and  extended  the  use  of  our  health  services  to  foreigners 
visiting  our  shores. 

Locally,  the  year  1948  has  been  a period  of  adaptation  to  the  new 
scheme  and  has  witnessed  the  beginnings  of  work  long  delayed  by  the 
intervention  of  the  war  years. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  has  in  large  part  been  carried  out  and 
invaluable  data  has  been  collected  on.  the  condition  and  requirements  of 
houses.  This  has  provided  the  Department  with  much  information  and  will 
be  the  subject  of  a report  at  a later  stage. 

A comprehensive  review  of  the  state  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  has  been 
undertaken  and  the  visits  of  .tyour  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  resulted  in  a 
more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  sanitary  standards  which  are  imperative  to 
the  production  of  clean  milk. 

During  the  year  which  is  the  subject  of  this  report.  649  live  births 
occurred  in  your  District,  representing  a birth  rate  of  17.2  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population.  We  now  appear  to  have  reached  the  stage  at  which 
the  high  birth  rate  of  the  immediate  post-war  years — a period  which  meant 
the  return  home  of  many  tens  of  thousands  of  overseas  service  personnel — 
is  beginning  to  level  out.  It  will  be  recalled  that  the  1938  crude  birth  rate 
of  your  district  was  15.1  per  1,000. 

There  were  333  deaths  in  1948,  representing  a crude  death  rate  of  8.8 
per  1,000,  compared  with  10.8  per  1,000  in  England  and  Wales.  It  is 
a matter  of  concern  that  the  deaths  attributable  to  cancer  accounted  for 
19.5%.  This  figure  is  in  keeping  with  similar  returns  for  the  past  five 
years.  Nevertheless  one  cannot  help  reflecting  that  modern  diagnostic 
methods  appear  to  have  outstripped  curative  measures  which  have  been  the 
subject  of  such  intense  research.  Every  year,  in  England  and  Wales, 
cancer  kills  more  than  70,000  people,  more  in  a single  year  than  were  killed 
by  bombing  and  all  forms  of  aerial  warfare  in  all  the  six  years  of  war, 
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. Cancer  deaths  are  at  the  moment  the  study  of  detailed  statistical  research 
in  the  General  Registrar’s  Office.  The  gravity  of  the  disease,  and  the 
widespread  nature  of  its  manifestations,  bring  an  incentive  to  the  investi- 
gation of  the  most  minute  details.  No  clue  can  be  dismissed  on  the  grounds 
of  irrelevance,  and  it  may  be  that  an  intensified  interest  in  social  conditions 
may  provide  a lead  on  the  present  inexplicable  origin  of  the  disease. 

The  phthisis  death  rate  was  0.21  per  1,000  as  compared  with  0.41  in 
t,ie  Previous  year  and  0.51  per  1,000  for  the  current  year  in  England 
and  W ales.  But  I must  ask  you  to  note  the  increase  in  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  notified— 36,  in  place  of  the  25  in  last  year’s  report.  This 
increase  is . of  immediate  concern  when  we  consider  that  the  majority  of 
cases  tall  into  the  age  group  20—35.  This  economic  national  loss  is 
second  only  to  the  domestic  hardship  which  severe  illness  at  this  age  must 
entail.  1 he.  predisposing  factors  in  this  illness  are  not  always  as  clear  cut 
as  may  be  imagined  but  we  do  know  that  poverty,  lack  of  "adequate  food, 
bad  housing  conditions,  dirt  and  industrial  hazards  contribute  to  this  end. 
it  is  within  the  province  of  your  authority  to  remedy  housing  conditions, 
including  the  current  danger  of  overcrowding,  and  to  enforce  a standard 
of  cleanliness.  As.  a Council,  you  have  made  great  progress  in  the  attempt 
to  offset  bad  housing  conditions. 

It  is  open  to  dispute  whether  overcrowding  is  a cause  rather  than  an 
accompaniment  of  tuberculosis  but  in  this  case  it  is  well  to  accept  the 

axiom  of  prevention  and  to  see  to  it  that  overcrowding  per  se  is  steadily 
eliminated. 

Two  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  in  the  year — neither  was  confirmed. 
Table  3 will  be  of  interest  to  you,  shewing  the  comparative  fall  in  the 
notification  of  diphtheria.  1 he  national  figures  continue  to  show  how  this 
once  dreaded  disease  lias  been  largely  conquered.  In  1941  there  were 
2,641  deaths  and  50,797  notifications  in  England  and,  Wales  : the  provisional 
figures,  for  1948  gave  150  deaths  and  8,034  notifications.  As  long  as  mass 
immunisation  of  the  younger  age.  groups  can  be  maintained,  so  long  is  the 
incidence  likely  to  be  low.  It  is  of  particular  importance  that  children 

should  be  re-immuniesd  immediately  prior  to  school  entrv,  or  as  soon  as 
possible  thereafter. 

No  mother  has  lost  her  life  as  a direct  result  of  child-birth. 

The.  Infant  Mortality  rate  throughout  the  country  has  steadily  diminished 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  a mortality  rate  of  24.6  in  your  district 

compared  wdth  34  in  England  and  Wales.  The  general  infant  mortality 

rate  has  fallen  in  the  past  ten  years  from  50  per  1,000  to  34  per  1,000,  and 
locally  from.  43  to  24.6  per  1,000  five  births.  It  will  be  appreciated  that 
this  substantial  decrease  has  a direct  bearing  on  the  population  trends  which 
are  at  present  causing  such  grave  concern  to  the  planners. 

Measles  is  again,  with  216  cases,  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease. 
It  should  be  noted  that  the  age  period  5 — 10  accounts  for  more  than  half 
the  cases.  No  death  occurred  as  a direct  result  of  this  disease  but  in  ages 
below  3 years  measles  can.  be  a serious  disease,  especially  in  complicated 
lung  cases,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  reduce  the  possibility  of 
infection  in  very  young  children. 

Whooping  cough  accounted  for  72  cases,  the  majority  in  the  same  age 
group  as.  that,  of  measles  but  with  more  infants  attacked  under  the  age  of 
12  months.  Even  more  so  than  measles,  whooping  cough  takes  its  toll  of 
young  lives..  Whooping  cough  vaccine  is  the  subject  of  much  research  at 
the  present  time  and  in  our  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  mothers  are  being  advised 
to  give  the  infant  the  chance  of  protection.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  vaccine  at  least  helps  to  reduce 
the  severity  of  the  attack. 

I have  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their 
work  throughout  the  year  and  the  willing  co-operation  they  have  given  in 
the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  H.  M.  DUMMER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health., 
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STATISTICS 

Area  of  Wycombe  Rural  District  (in  acres)  71,232 

Resident  population  (1931  census)  27,495 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  (mid  1948)  37,730 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  rate  book  (31st  March,  1948)  10,697 

Rateable  Value  £219,318 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate  £880 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year  1948 


BIRTHS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS- 

Male. 

Female. 

Totals. 

Legitimate 

311 

301 

612 

Illegitimate 

20 

17 

37 

Totals  

331 

318 

649 

STILL  BIRTHS  : 

Legitimate 

5 

6 

11 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Totals  

7 

6 

13 

The  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000,  estimated 

population  

...  17.2 

»> 

,,  population  of  England  and  Wales  

...  17.9 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000,  estimated  population  0.34 

„ „ „ population  of  England  and  Wales  ...  0.42 


DEATHS. 

All  causes : Males  163.  Females  170.  333. 

The  Death  Rate  per  1,000,  estimated  population  8.8 

„ „ population  of  England  and  Wales  10.8 

General  Phthisis  Death  Rate  0.51 

Wycombe  R.D.C.  Phthisis  Death  Rate  .., 0.21 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  : 

(a)  Puerperal  sepsis  0 

(b)  Other  puerperal  causes <„....  0 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


16  infants  died  under  the  age  of 

one  year. 

Males. 

Females.  Totals. 

Legitimate  

ii 

4 

15 

Illegitimate  

i 

— 1 

Totals  

12 

4 

16 

This  represents  a mortality  rate  of  24.6  per  1,000  related  birth,  compared 
with  34  as  a general  figure  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  reduction  in  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  shown  as  follows:  — 

1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948 
England  & Wales  50  55  59  49  49  46  46  43  41  34 

Wycombe  R.D.C.  43.0  23.7  36.5  31.97  40.3  25.8  41.1.  31.5  27.1  24.6 
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The  deaths  for  1948  were  attributable  as  follows  : — 


Premature  births  4 

Congenital  malformations  

Birth  Injuries  

Infant  Diseases  7 

Undefined  5 


CANCER. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  

33 

32 

65 

Yearly  comparisons  of  cancer  deaths  : — 

1948  

65 

1947  

69 

1946  

66 

1945  

71 

1944  

62 

The  following  organs  were  affected  : — 

Buccal  cavity  and  Oesophagus  . 

4 

Uterus  

’2 

Stomach  and  Duodenum  

13 

Breast  

5 

All  other  sites  

41 

65 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  (All  Causes) 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

1 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System... 

6 

1 

7 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  

— 

1 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  Inf.  encephalitis  

1 

— 

1 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  ... 

4 

— 

4 

14. 

Cancer  of  uterus  

— 

2 

2 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast  

— 

5 

5 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

24 

17 

41 

17. 

Diabetes  

1 

— 

1 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  

16 

35 

51 

19. 

Heart  Diseases  

44 

49 

93 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  system 

4 

7 

11 

21. 

Bronchitis  

6 

8 

14 

22. 

Pneumonia  

10 

6 

16 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

4 

2 

6 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

1 

1 

2 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

1 

— 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  

1 

3 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  

5 

4 

9 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes  

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth  , 

2 

2 

4 

1 Congenital  Malformations  

32. 

■j  Birth  Injuries  

7 

— 

7 

33. 

Suicide  

4 

3 

7 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

4 

— 

4 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes  

3 

2 

5 

36. 

All  other  causes  

10 

13 

23 
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Table  1 : Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis),  1948 


oZ 

f- 


0-1 


Age  Periods. 

1-3  3-5  5-10  10-15  15-25  25-]- 


Smallpox  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  ... 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Pneumonia  

Erysipelas  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

Encephalitis  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

Other  forms  of  T.B 

Food  Poisoning  

Dysentery  

Vaccinia  


28  — — 4 17  6 — 1 


3 — — — — — 2 1 

5 — 1 — — — 1 3 

3 — — — — — 1 2 


1 

_ 



1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

216 

1 

24 

51 

117 

12 

2 

9 

72 

8 

9 

14 

29 

6 

6 

2 — — — — — 1 1 


Totals 


334  12  34  70  163  24  7 24 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Table  2 : New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  Year  1948 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of  all 
the  deaths  from  the  disease  during  the  year. 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  continues  to  be  carried  out  in  all 
schools  and  infant  welfare  centres  in  your  district,  and  also  by  the  General 
Practitioners  Services.  Completed  .record  cards  are  now  required  to  be  returned 
to  the  County  Health  Department  by  all  services  performing  immunisation 
duties,  and  detailed  analysis  of  returns  relevant  to  specific  districts  is  not 
available. 

The  provisional  immunisation  statistics  for  the  County  (1948)  are  as 
follows  : — 

Children  0 — 4 years  51%.  5 — 15  years 72%. 


Table  3 : Comparative  Diphtheria  Statistics  1901-48 


Notified. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

1901  . 

46 

10 

1930 

80 

4 

1905  . 

17 

5 

1935 

76 

4 

1910  . 

16 

4 

1940 

23 

0 

1915  . 

16 

1 

1945 

21 

1 

1920  . 

35 

4 

1948 

2* 

0 

1925  . 

11 

0 

* 

Not  confirmed 

Ambulance  Services 

The  ambulance  arrangements  pertinent  to  your  area,  made  under 
proposals  supplied  by  the  County  Council  in  accordance  with  Section  27  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  (1946)  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  are  those  which  were  already  in  existence  before  the  appointed 
day. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases; — ; 

A ambulance  is  supplied  by  the  Wycombe  and  District  Joint 
Hospital  Board  for  service  in  the  Borough  of  High  Wycombe, 
and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Beaconsfield  and  Marlow,  and  the 
Rural  District  of  Wycombe.  The  facilities  are  adequate  for  the 
areas  served. 

(b)  For  Non-Inf ectious  Cases  : — 

Ambulances  are  kept  at  Bourne  End  and  Princes  Risborough  and 
are  also  available  from  the  adjoining  Boroughs  of  High  Wycombe, 
Aylesbury  and  Henley-on-Thames  and  the  Urban  District  of 
Marlow. 


Milk  Production  and  Distribution 

The  following  report  on  milk  production  and  the  state  of  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  D.  J.  Sullivan,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

The  survey  of  milk  production  and  distribution  now  being  carried  out 
in  the  area  has  brought  to  light  some  interesting  facts.  The  area  is  not 
primarily  a dairy  farming  one,  agricultural  and  mixed  farming  predominat- 
ing. There  are  still  some  farms  which  have  not  the  primary  essentials  of 
main  water  supply  and  electricity.  If  a main  water  supply  is  within 
reasonable  distance  it  has  generally  been  found  possible  to  enlist  the 
aid  of  the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  to  assist  in  this 
matter  : they  have  the  power  to  obtain  grants  for  contributing  to  the  cost 
of  main  water  installation  and  have  done  so  in  many  instances. 

Many  of  the  old  buildings  used  on  farms  as  cowsheds  and  dairies 
were  constructed  without  much  forethought  in  years  gone  by.  Some,  for 
example,  are  grouped  in  hollows  so  that  the  surface  water  from  all  the 
surrounding  land  drains  into  the  farmyard  to  add  to  the  quagmire  already 
created  by  drainage  from  the  buildings.  In  such  cases  the  only  remedy  is 
the  erection  of  new  buildings  on  a more  suitable  site.  In  other  cases  the 
buildings  are  too  dilapidated  or  otherwise  unsuitable  for  reconstruction. 
Much  has  been  achieved  in  recent  years  by  the  skilful  adaptation  and 
alteration  of  existing  buildings  where  this  is  at  all  possible. 

In  all  these  cases  the  primary  obstacle  is  the  high  cost  of  labour  and 
material  prevailing  to-day.  In  the  main  the  dairy  farmers  are  appreciative 
of  modern  requirements,  but  held  back  by  financial  considerations.  It  has 
been  most  gratifying  to  note  that  the  majority  are  displaying  great  interest 
in  becoming  T.T.  producers. 
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There  has  been  an  increasing  tendency  to  utilise  milking  bails  or 
milking  parlours  to  avoid  reconstructing  entire  cowsheds.  In  these  the 
cows  are  milked  two  or  three  at  a time  and  the  size  of  the  structure  is 
greatly  reduced,  thus  minimising  the  cost.  The  bails  are  moveable  structures 
which  are  generally  used  on  the  pastures  in  summer,  and  on  a fixed 
concrete  base  in  winter ; the  parlours  are  permanent  buildings. 

Dairy  farm  labour  is  difficult  to  obtain  to-day,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  many  operatives  have  sufficient  appreciation  of  milk  hygiene.  While 
labour  is  short,  farmers  have  to  accept  whatever  is  offered,  and  in  any  case 
have  to  do  their  own  milking  at  week-ends.  Land  Girls  as  a rule  appear 
to  have  a greater  appreciation  of  cleanliness  than  male  employees. 

The  war  time  relaxation  of  the  requirement  of  steam  or  boiling  water 
for  sterilization  purposes,  which  still  holds  good  to-day,  is  a retrograde  step 
which  may  be  withdrawn  in  the  future.  Some  operatives  put  such  faith  in 
the  patent  sterilizing  powders  that  the  importance  of  preliminary  cleansing 
is  overlooked. 


Water  Supplies 

The  water  undertakings  operating  in  your  District  are  : — 

Rural  Districts  Water  Co.,  Ltd. 

Marlow  Water  Company. 

Amersham,  Beaconsfield  and  District  Water  Co. 

Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Co. 

In  addition,  seven  parishes  are  in  part  supplied  by  the  services  of  the 
Borough  of  High  Wycombe.  The  Council’s  water  undertaking  supplies 
the  parishes  of  Stokenchurcb,  Radnage  and  part  of  the  parish  of  Bledlow- 
cum-Saunderton. 

The  analysis  of  water  supplied  by  these  undertakings  shew  them  to 
be  of  a high  standard  of  purity. 

I am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor  for  the  following  table  : — 


Houses  and  Population  supplied  direct  and  by  Standpipes 


Parish. 

Supplied  direct  by 
pipes  into  houses. 

Supplied  by 
Standpipes. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

Popula- 

lation. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

Popula- 

lation. 

Bledlow-cum-SaundertQn  

368 

1,500 

19 

80 

Bradenham  

15 

65 

14 

60 

Ellesborough  

174 

696 

— 

— 

Fawley  

50 

175 

— 

— 

Fingest  

386 

1,352 

— 

— 

Hambleden  

278 

973 

— 

— 

Hampden,  Great  and  Little 

79 

316 

— 

— 

Hedsor  

21 

74 

— 

— 

Hughenden  

984 

3,950 

32 

128 

Ibstone  

55 

192 

— 

— 

Kimble  Great  and  Little  

159 

636 

— 

— 

Lacey  Green  

228 

912 

— 

— 

Longwick-cum-Ilmer  

54 

216 

— 

— 

Marlow,  Great  

328 

1,053 

— 

— 

Marlow,  Little  

203 

716 

— 

— 

Medmenham  

44 

154 

— 

— 

Radnage  

105 

441 

— 

— 

Risborough,  Princes  

894 

3,576 

— 

— 

Stokenchurch  

535 

2,229 

14 

59 

Turville  

57 

200 

— 

— 

Wooburn  

1,427 

4,995 

— 

— 

Wycombe,  Chepping,  Rural 

1,512 

6,041 

44 

189 

West  Wycombe  Rural  

380 

1,586 

12 

52 

Totals  

8,336 

32,048 

135 

568 

10 


Cesspool  Emptying 

I am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor  for  the  following  details  of  sewage 
removed  from  cesspools  in  the  various  parishes  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1948. 

Parish.  No.  of  gallons  of  sewage  removed. 


Bledlow-cum-Saunderton  

Bradenham  

608.750 

7.490 

Chepping  Wycombe  Rural  

Ellesborough  

Fingest  

3,299,130 

358,220 
1,317.460 

Fawley  

' 28,250 

Hambleden  

378.910 

Great  and  Little  Hampden  

Hughenden  

Ibstone  

45,610 

4t385,310 

229,970 

Great  and  Little  Kimble  

Lacey  Green  and  Speen  

Longwick-cum-Ilmer  

286,330 

490,180 

239,510 

Great  Marlow  

458,770 

Little  Marlow  

Medmenham  

Princes  Risborough  

Radnage  

Stokenchurch  

Turville  

159,220 

125,060 

114.200 

305.860 

2,152,700 

239.100 

West  Wycombe  Rural  

Wooburn  and  Hedsor  

700.320 

4,112.410 

Total  

20,042.760 

Staff  Changes 

Dr.  F.  H.  P.  Wills  retired  on  30th  June,  1948,  and  was  succeeded  as 
an  interim  measure,  by  Dr.  R.  Sheehan,  whose  appointment  terminated  on 
31st  January,  1949. 

Dr.  F.  H.  M.  Dummer  took  up  his  duties  on  1st  February,  1949. 
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Sanitary  Inspector's  Report,  1948 


Public  Health  Department, 
28,  High  Street, 

High  Wycombe. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I beg  to  submit  a Summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Department  in  the  year  1948. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  PERRY. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL 


Inspections  and  visits  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  2,833 

Re-inspections  771 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  480 

Re-inspections  313 

Number  of  interviews  with  owners  in  respect  of  Housing  Repairs, 

Plans  and  Specifications  for  reconditioning  dwelling  houses  347 

WORKS  EXECUTED  AS  A RESULT  OF  NOTICES 

Dwelling  house  roofs  repaired 24 

„ ,,  eaves  gutters  repaired  or  provided  where  missing  ...  17 

,,  „ brickwork  to  walls,  chimney  stacks,  etc.,  made  good  11 

,,  „ woodwork  to  windows  repaired  15 

„ ,,  interior  plaster  made  good  16 

„ ,,  windows  made  to  open  for  the  purpose  of  ventilation  6 

„ „ woodwork  to  stairs,  floors,  etc.,  made  good  21 

„ „ dampness  remedied  25 

„ ,,  interior  walls  cleansed  and  re-decorated  12 

„ „ cooking  arrangements,  etc.,  rendered  serviceable  ...  9 

„ „ outbuildings  repaired  9 

Miscellaneous  Works  28 

Dwelling  house  drains  cleansed,  ventilated  or  made  sound  22 

„ „ new  drainage  system  provided  2 

„ ,,  new  cesspools  provided  11 

E.C.’s  or  privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  7 

Closets  repaired  10 

New  W.C.’s  constructed  5 

House  sinks  provided  12 

Sanitary  ashbins  provided  , 7 

Accumulation  nuisances  abated  4 

Animal  nuisances  abated  5 

Yards  paved  and  drained  11 

Houses  connected  to  public  water  mains  53 

VARIOUS 

Number  of  visits  made  to  infected  houses  75 

„ „ investigations,  schools,  etc.,  re  infectious  cases  87 

„ „ houses  disinfected  75 

„ „ houses  disinfested  4 

„ „ inspections  of  moveable  dwellings  117 

„ „ inspections  re  Infestation  Order,  1943  76 


RAC  FLOCK 

Four  samples  of  rag  flock  were  submitted  for  examination,  and  in  each 
case  a report  was  received  that  the  sample  conformed  to  a satisfactory 
standard  of  cleanliness 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  housing  situation  is  reflected  by  the  many  persons  who  visit  the 
Council  Offices  in  order  to  seek  consent  to  establish  themselves  in  caravans 
and  hutments. 

The  use  of  _ such  structures  as  whole-time  dwellings  renders  it  difficult 
for  a family  unit  to  maintain  a decent  standard  of  living,  particularly  when 
the  weather  conditions  are  bad.  The  control  of  moveable  dwellings  imposes 
duties  which  are  very  time  absorbing  and  problems  arising  relate  to  water 
supplies,  sanitary  accommodation,  disposal  of  the  waste  products  of  living, 
overcrowding,  washing  and  cooking  facilities,  etc. 

During  the  year  117  visits  were  made  , to  camping  sites,  and  49  licences 
issued  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 
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Summary  of  Informal  Notices  and  Results  of  Same 

Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officer’s  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935, 
and  of  the  Sanitary  Officer’s  Order,  1936,  in  relation  to  Inspections  and 
Notices,  etc. 


Acts  and  Sections  under  which 

Notices  were  served. 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices  anc 
Letters. 

j Complied 
with. 

Not 

complied 

with. 

P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  92  (1)  (a)  

79 

57 

22 

„ 259  

7 

7 



„ 92  (1)  (b)  

3 

3 

„ 92  (1)  (c)  

3 

3 



„ „ „ 39  

29 

27 

2 

„ 44-45  

13 

— 

13 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

„ 141  

— 

— 

„ 39  (1)  (b)  

— 

— 

— 

„ 39  (1)  (d)  

— 

— 



„ 138  

53 

51 

2 

Housing  Acts  and  Regulations  

37 



37 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  

56 

54 

2 

Totals  

289 

211 

78 

Summary  of  Statutory  Notices  and  Results  of  Same 


Acts  and  Sections  under  which 
were  served. 

Notices 

No.  of 
Notices 

Com- 

plied 

with. 

[Work  in 

progress 
at  end 
of  year. 

Notices 

not 

complied 

with. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec. 

tt  ft  tt 

92  (1) 
259  

(a)  ... 

22 

19 

— 

3 

— 

ft  ft  tt 

92  (1) 

(b)  ... 





— 

— 

tt  tt  tt 

92  (1) 

(c)  ... 

— 



— 

— 

39  

2 

— 

— 

2 

tt  It  It 

44-45 

13 

13 

— 

— 



tt  tt  it 

75  

— 

— 

— 

— 



tt  It  tt 

56  

— 

— 

— 

— 

141  

— 

— 

— 

— 

39  (1) 

(b)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 



it  11  tt 

39  (1) 

(d)  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

„ 

138  

2 

2 

— 

— 

Housing  Act,  1936 

Sec.  9 

9 

i 

— 

8 



„ 10 

— 

— 

— 

— 



„ 11 

41 

33 

— 

8 



„ 13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

It  tt  > .tt 

Milk  and  Dairies 

„ 16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Order,  1926  ... 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

92 

71 

21 

— 

14 


HOUSING 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  connection  with  the  Rural 
Housing  Survey  which  is  being  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Minister 
of  Health’s  directions  as  set  forth  in  circular  64/44.  The  survey,  which 
includes  dwelling  houses  to  a maximum  rateable  value  of  £18,  is  reaching 
its  final  stages,  the  total  number  of  houses  inspected  to  date  numbering  6,342. 
The  information  obtained  is  of  inestimable  value  and  provides  important 
data  from  which  your  Council  can  assess  housing  needs.  The  dilemma  of 
repair  or  new  building  has  again  enforced  your  Council  to  pursue  the 
policy  of  securing  urgent  repairs  to  the  maximum  number  of  dwelling  houses 
and  not  to  effect  the  reconditioning  to  a high  standard  of  a minimum  number 
of  houses. 

The  survey  is  revealing  many  properties  to  be  sub-standard  in  character. 
The  difficulty  of  getting  owners  to  recondition  such  class  of  property  is  not 
only  related  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  material,  but  to  the  economic 
factor.  Controlled  rents,  soaring  building  costs  and  heavy  dilapidations 
consequent  upon  the  neglect  of  the  war  years  have  rendered  many  houses 
well  below  the  economic  investment  level.  Many  owners  do  not  possess  the 
capital  to  meet  the  heavy  expenditure  involved  in  overtaking  maintenance 
arrears  and  indeed  find  it  difficult  to  cope  with  essential  repairs.  This 
economic  obstacle  must  be  overcome,  otherwise  the  number  of  new  houses 
being  built  will  be  considerably  offset  by  the  loss  of  existing  housing  accom- 
modation consequent  upon  lack  of  maintenance  and  deterioration  beyond 
recall. 

Housing  Statistics 


Number  of  new  dwelling  houses  erected  during  the  year  282. 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  • — 

(a)  By  owners  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  dealt  with  under  section  11  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  41 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  24 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  the  Council  have 

accepted  “undertakings”  from  the  owners  12 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  2 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  repaired  as  a result  of  under- 
takings given  by  owners  3 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.: — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  103 

(2)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  539 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  35 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  18 


Water  Supplies 

The  wholesomeness  of  water  supplies  to  domestic  dwellings  was  the 
subject  of  investigation  where  deemed  necessary.  Of  the  69  water  samples 
taken  during  the  course  of  the  year  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  28  were  reported  upon  as  being  unsatisfactory.  These  latter 
samples  were  taken  mainly  from  shallow  wells  in  the  village  of  Longwick. 
The  wells  generally  were  found  to  be  of  poor  construction,  and  subject  to 
contamination  from  arable  land,  cultivated  kitchen  gardens,  etc.  By  arrange- 
ment of  the  Council  the  public  water  main  was  extended  to  the  village, 
and  of  the  74  premises  along  the  line  of  the  main,  44  had  been  provided 
with  a main  water  supply  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

During  the  year  56  complaints  have  been  received  with  respect  to  rat 
and  mice  infestation.  Investigations  have  accordingly  followed  and 
instructions  issued  to  the  Pests  Control  Officer  of  the  Buckinghamshire 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  to  arrange  for  the  disinfestation  of  the 
premises  affected. 

The  latter  Authority  render  an  account  to  your  Council  for  services 
rendered  and  no  charge  is  made  to  the  occupiers  of  premises  where  treatment 
has  been  carried  out. 

No  doubt  your  Council  will  review  the  existing  arrangements  and  give 
consideration  to  operating  a disinfestation  service  which  is  under  the  direct 
control  of  your  Authority 

FOOD  SUPERVISION 


Number  of  bakehouses  inspected  28 

„ „ dairies  inspected  284 

„ „ butchers’  shops  inspected  71 

„ „ other  food  shops  inspected  59 

„ „ fishfrying  shops  inspected  21 

„ „ cafes,  restaurants  inspected  134 


MILK  SUPPLIES 

At  the  end  of  1948  the  registered  cowkeepers  in  the  area  numbered  2-10. 
Of  this  number  63  were  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  18 
produced  Accredited  Milk.  During  the  year  9 applications  for  registration 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  were  received  and  all  were 
granted. 

Inspection  of  dairy  premises  was  confined  mainly  to  buildings  of  poor 
construction  and  design  and  to  those  premises  where  the  methods  employed 
in  milk  production  were  not  of  the  best.  In  spite  of  many  difficulties  there 
has  been  a steady  improvement  in  conditions  on  the  farms.  Farmers' 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  false  sense  of  security  which  has  been 
engendered  by  accepting  churns  from  dairies  as  sterile  receptacles. 

31  samples  of  milk  were  collected  and  submitted  for  cleanliness  tests, 
and  8 were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Sampling  in  this  direction  has  been 
restricted  owing  to  the  operation  of  the  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory 
Scheme,  whereby  routine  sampling  of  milk  for  keeping  quality  is  carried 
out  by  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  It  is  the 
practice  of  the  responsible  officers  of  this  Ministry  to  notify  Local  Authorities 
of  those  cases  where  unsatisfactory  samples  are  consistently  found,  in  order 
that  the  Local  Authority  may  take  statutory  action  if  necessary.  In  this 
connection  it  is  noteworthy  that  only  one  such  case  has  been  reported.  The 
cowkeeper  concerned  was  interviewed  and  subsequently  agreed  to  cease  to 
be  a milk  producer. 

Licences  issued  by  your  Council  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations  were  as  follows  : — 

Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 


Tuberculin  Tested  9 

Bottling  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 

Tuberculin  Tested  5 

Supplementary  licences  to  use  the  special  designation  Pasteurised  1 


CAFES,  RESTAURANTS,  Etc. 

The  need  for  vigilance  in  order  to  prevent  contamination  of  food  has 
been  recognised  and  food  preparing  premises  regularly  visited.  Appropriate 
reports  on  this  subject  have  been  made  to  your  Council,  and  occupiers  of 
all  food  preparing  premises  given  a memorandum  setting  forth  the  target 
standard  with  respect  to  such  matters  as  planning  and  construction  of 
premises,  cleanliness  of  rooms,  utensils  and  personnel,  hot  and  cold  water 
supplies,  drainage,  freedom  from  insect  and  vermin  infestation,  etc.  Labels, 


bearing  the  pertinent  reminder  “Now  wash  your  hands,  please,”  were  circu- 
lated with  the  aforementioned  memorandum 

Classification  of  food  preparing  premises  in  the  area  is  as  follows  : — 


Cafes,  restaurants  and  tea-rooms  28 

Residential  Hotels  24 

School  Canteens  14 

Factory  Canteens  43 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  restriction  on  slaughtering,  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  at 
the  outbreak  of  war,  is  still  in  force.  The  home-killed  meat  allocated  for  the 
Wycombe  Rural  Area  continues  to  Ire  sent  from  a slaughterhouse  situated  in 
an  adjoining  Authority’s  area.  The  method  in  operation  for  the  handling 
and  transport  of  meat  is  open  to  criticism  The  unsuitability  of  the  majority 
of  the  vehicles  in  use  is  recognised  by  the  appropriate  Government  Depart- 
ments and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  new  vehicles  of  good  design  will  be  made 
available  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

Private  slaughterhouses  in  your  Council’s  area  have  been  re-licensed  in 
order  to  assist  in  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  new  self  suppliers  pig  killing 
scheme.  In  this  connection  I would  draw  attention  to  the  absence  of  legal 
control  with  respect  to  notification  of  slaughter,  inspection  of  carcases  and 
seizure  of  meat  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


BAKEHOUSES 

There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  bakehouses  and  conditions 
generally  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT , Etc.)  REGULATIONS,  1947 

There  are  three  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  and  retailers  number  15. 
Routine  sampling  of  ice  cream  has  been  carried  out,  and  in  all  cases  the 
samples,  when  subjected  to  the  methylene  blue  test,  were  found  to  conform 
to  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness. 


SHOPS  ACT  1912-3 6 

The  majority  of  the  shops  in  this  area  are  small  owner-occupied 
business  premises  with  sanitary  accommodation  attached  to  the  living 
quarters 

Improved  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities  have  been 
secured  in  five  shop  premises. 


FOOD  CONDEMNED 


English  Beef  : 

Hindquarter  4634  lbs. 

24  lbs. 

Forequarter  295  lbs. 

15  lbs. 

Ox  Liver  184  lbs. 

Imported  Beef  : 

Hindquarter  5195  lbs. 

„ 10  lbs. 

Imported  Bacon  154  lbs. 


Corned  Beef  

„ Mutton  

Canned  Luncheon  Meat 

„ Minced  Beef  Loaf 

,,  Veal  Loaf  

„ Pork  and  Beans  .. 

Ham  Loaf  

„ Pork  Sausages  .. 

„ Stewed  Steak  

„ Stew  


(Bone  taint  and  decomposition), 
(Badly  bruised). 

(Bone  taint  and  decomposition). 
(Badly  bruised). 

(Flukes,  abscess  and  cirrhosis). 

(Bone  taint  and  decomposition). 

(Argentine), 

134  oz.  (Bone  taint).  (Danish). 
(Decomposition). 

2264  lbs. 

240  „ 

14  „ 

14  „ 

35  „ 

*•) 4 „ 

14  „ 

1 „ 

9 „ 

2 „ 
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FOOD  CONDEMNED  (continued) 


Canned  Beef  and  Carrots  5 lbs. 

„ Beans  4J  n 

„ Peas  84  „ 

„ Tomatoes  164  „ 

„ Cherries  4 „ 

„ Plums  63  lbs.  10  oz. 

.,  Grapefruit  , 1|  lbs. 

„ Almond  Substitute  27  „ 

„ Marmalade  18  „ 

„ Peaches  54  „ 

„ Apricots  224  „ 

„ Herrings  16  „ 

,,  Hake  If  it 

„ Pilchards  9 

„ Salmon  f „ 

„ Evaporated  Milk  24  „ 

Pearl  Barley  118 

Wet  Pish  2 stone. 

Potatoes  4 cwt. 

Prunes  3 lbs. 

Eggs  30  doz. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948  for  the  Rural  District  of  Wycombe, 
in  the  County  of  Buckinghamshire,  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Number  of 

Register. 

Inspec- 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

21 

29 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  to  which  Section  7 
applies — 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer 
of  Enforcement) 

Order,  1938  

125 

77 

14 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under 
the  Act,  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

146 

106 

19 

— 

18 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
detects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Ref 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor. 

:rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor. 

which  pro- 
secutions 

were 

instituted. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

1 

1 

Overcrowding  

— 





Unreasonable  temperature  ... 

— 







Inadequate  ventilation  

1 

1 





Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 \ 





Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient  

6 

5 





(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

8 

6 







(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 



— 

— 

— 



Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Home- 

work)  

— 

— 

— 

■ 

Total  

17 

14 

— 

— 

— 

OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110. 

Section  111. 

Nature  of  Work. 

No.  of  out 
workers  in 
August  list 
required 
by  Sect. 
110(l)(c). 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council. 

No.  of 
Prosecu- 
tions. 

for  failure 
to  supply 

lists. 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises. 

Notices 

served. 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Hand  knitted 

Garments 

72 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

72 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 


RAINFALL , 1948 

Professor  Geo.  E.  Gask,  “ Hatchmans,”  Hambleden  has  again  favoured 
me  with  particulars  of  recorded  rainfall  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1948 


Rainfall  recorded  at  Hambleden 

Station  : 185  feet  above  sea  level. 


Month. 

Annual 

Rain- 

fall. 

No.  of  days 
on  which  rain 
fell  with  .01 
or  more 

measured. 

Largest 

Date. 

Rainfall. 

Amount. 

January  

6.00 

25 

29th 

0.68 

February  

1.25 

13 

5th 

0.26 

March 

0.76 

8 

31st 

0.41 

April  

1.73 

15 

19th 

0.41 

May  

3.19 

13 

29th 

0.74 

June  

2.87 

19 

22nd 

0.57 

July  

1.42 

10 

4th 

0.66 

August  

3.34 

16 

7th 

0.57 

September  

3.03 

13 

12th 

1.28 

October  

2.95 

11 

16th 

1.21 

November  

2.40 

12 

6.th 

0.61 

December  

3.40 

18 

31st 

0.72 

Totals  ... 

32.34 

173 

20 


